








Strong — Durable — Handmade Rosaries, 
suitable for any member of the family. 
Silver-plated chain, wire and Crucifix. 


Small glass beads — crystal, amber, light green or aqua blue $1.00 


Small plastic beads — black OMby ...........................ccccccccccosccceesvece $1.00 
Job’s tears beads — light or medium grey ......................-...------ $1.50 
Oval plastic beads — pink or aqua blue ................2..22..-..-0s-0-0--02- $2.00 
Round moonstone beads — white only .............---...-2---:.seeeeeeeeeeeee $2.00 
Oval plastic beads — brown or black ..............22.22....eeeeeeeeeeeseeee $2.50 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Rosaries Repaired 


Rosaries rechained in nickel silver -- $1.00 
SHI | ipaitégerencuissademsbeayemisiassinesecnss $1.50 
(New cross or center extra.) 


Sisters’ side rosaries rechained in strong nickel silver, $1.25. 
Rosaries made of any beads you send, for same price as re- 
chaining. Send to: 


Mr. J. Randall, 3232 Lexington, Kansas City 24, Missouri 








Booklets to Help You Celebrate October Feasts 


The Rosary, My Treasure: A booklet to be treasured by all. Treats 
of the beauty of the Rosary and explains the many indulgences to be 
gained; also the unfailing Rosary novena. 


Our Heavenly Companions: Learn the great place the Holy Angels 
hold in your life. This inspiring booklet will help you pay honor to 
your Angel Guardian on his feast, October 2. 


St. Therese of the Child Jesus: Celebrate the feast of the “Little 
Flower’’ on October 3, by learning more of her “Little Way” in this 
attractively illustrated booklet. 


St. Jude & St. Rita, Helpers in Need: Two powerful saints whose 
aid is unfailing. St. Jude’s feast is the 28th of October. 


Each booklet 15¢. Postage extra. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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“Tf you desire peace in your hearts, in your homes, 


in your country, assemble every evening to recite the 


9? 
Rosa ry. —Pius IX 








The Power of the Rosary 


ITH the arrival of October, another of our Blessed 

Lady’s beautiful months, our thoughts are directed 

by holy Mother Church to that powerful weapon 

which can be found in the hands of all her devoted 

children—the Rosary. October is called the month of the 

Rosary, and the Rosary, in turn, is called the “Queen of 

Prayers,” just as the rose is the queen of flowers. Unlike the 

rose, however, the Rosary is not only beautiful to gaze upon, but 

it bears rich and powerful fruits. The reasons for the powerful 

efficacy of this well-loved prayer are threefold. Let us consider 
the first, namely, that the Rosary is a prayer. 


The Rosary Is a Prayer 


We have often heard the familiar expression: “More things 
are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of.” In the 
Rosary, the special prayer of the Mother of God, we find the 
perfect form, a combination of both oral and mental prayer, in 
which one recites certain formulas of prayer with the lips while 
thinking or meditating interiorly for a longer time upon some 
truths of the faith. The Rosary is also a prayer that responds 
to our nature, which exercises all our faculties. It is a prayer 
“in spirit and in truth,” in which the whole man, body and soul, 
interiorly and exteriorly, renders Divine service. It can be either 
public or private, prayed in a room by oneself, or by an entire 
family or parish, or an even larger group can assemble together 
and storm heaven and the Heart of God. 

All the beautiful and necessary characteristics of perfect 
prayer can be found in the Rosary. Above all, it is a prayer 
founded upon faith—upon all the joyful, sorrowful and glorious 
mysteries of our holy Faith. It is also a prayer of persevering 
trust, in which we repeat over and over the confidence we hold 
in Mary’s intercession, as we plead, “pray for us sinners, now 
and at the hour of our death.” 

Lastly, the Rosary is a prayer of deep simplicity and hu- 
mility. It is known and loved by rich and poor alike, by the 
learned and the unlearned, by saints and by sinners. And it is 
often a sinner’s devotion to this powerful prayer that wins for 
him the grace of conversion and salvation, for Mary will ever be 
the Refuge of sinners, the Mother of Mercy whose greatest de- 
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sire is the eternal salvation of all her children. By turning to 
this loving Mother, we ask her to adorn our souls with grace, 
thus making them more pleasing to her Divine Son. By seek- 
ing Jesus through Mary, through her Rosary, we acknowledge 
our lowly state, our negligence and our need of her intercession, 
so powerful with God. And by invoking Mary’s aid, we fulfill 
the Divine command of Jesus, who spoke to us from the Cross, 
through St. John, when He said, “Behold thy Mother.” Jesus 
came to us in human form through Mary. In so doing, He has 
shown us the way—a powerful and most acceptable way—of 
returning to the Father, as with Him we are privileged to hail 
this glorious Queen under the beautiful title of “Mother.” 


The Rosary Is One of the Great Devotions of the Church 


The second reason for the Rosary’s power is that it is one 
of the great devotions of the Church. When we pray the Rosary, 
we pray not only in our own name, but also in the name of Holy 
Church; the words used are her words, as it were—the words 
of the Holy Spirit. We have the certainty that every day thou- 
sands of fellow Christians are praying with us, in the same man- 
ner. The Rosary is truly the prayer of Holy Church, of her 
children, both sinners and saints. With the exception of the 
psalms, the breviary and the Mass prayers, there is no other 
prayer which has been used more frequently or more universally 
for the praise of God, the veneration of the Mother of God, and 
for the presentation of petitions, than the Rosary. It is truly 
a universal prayer, one of the great highways between heaven 
and earth, a golden ladder upon which our prayers ascend and 
the answer to our prayers descends. 

Another advantage of the Rosary consists in this: that it 
does not exclude any of the many devotions to our Divine 
Savior and the Blessed Virgin, or hinder them in any way. It 
embraces all, because the Rosary includes all the mysteries of 
the life of Jesus and Mary. All devotions find in it a fitting ex- 
pression and a suitable exercise. 


The Rosary Is a Devotion to the Mother of God 


The third great source of the Rosary’s power lies in the 
fact that it is a devotion to the Mother of God. In speaking of 
Mary’s powerful mediation, St. Bernard tells us, “By her we 
shall obtain His grace, who by her came to meet our misery.” 
Mary bears the title Mediatrix of all Grace, and in devotion to 
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her we find the key to the Heart of God, the infinite Treasury 
of all graces. It is in the holy Rosary, Mary’s gift and Mary’s 
prayer, that we are given this key, and each recitation of this 
powerful prayer obtains for us another grace and unites us more 
closely to God. Devotion to Mary is a sure means to arrive 
more surely, more safely and more speedily at our eternal goal. 
She has been called the shining Star which guides us across the 
storm-tossed sea of life, and we are urged by the great St. Bern- 
ard, in all life’s trials, in all temptations and in every need, 
“Look to the Star; call upon Mary.” The Rosary is our call, 
and it is Mary’s answer. To her devoted children, it becomes a 
powerful weapon in the struggle against the threefold enemy of 
our salvation: the world, the flesh and the devil. One of the 
most highly indulgenced sacramentals of the Church, one of her 
most precious possessions, the Rosary is the chain of love which 
binds us to the faithful observance of God’s commandments, to 
the Church’s precepts and to a strong and tender devotion to 
the Blessed Mother of God. 

With Mary’s love in our hearts, with her Rosary in hand, 
may this Month of the holy Rosary—and our entire life—be 
spent under the protecting mantle of heaven’s glorious Queen. 
May her Rosary be a source of comfort in life’s trials, a source 
of strength in life’s battles, and, one day, a pledge of victory at 
life’s close. Thus may the dawn of eternity find the souls of 
Mary’s devoted clients bound by this chain of love to their 
Mother of Mercy who may in turn present them as eternal cap- 
tives of her Son and her God. 


The Rosary Strengthens the Marriage Bond 


An inspiring example of the devotion of husband and wife being 
safeguarded by the strong bonds of the Rosary is found in the life of 
the late Guglielmo Marconi, the famed inventor of wireless telegraphy. 

At the time of their marriage, Marconi and his bride were each 
presented with a beautiful Rosary by the Holy Father in Rome. “Re- 
cite it every day of your life,” the Pontiff admonished, “and, if sepa- 
rated, say it wherever you are and think of one another.” 

When the inventor lay dying, his wife was unable to be present at 
his bedside. He was asked by his friends if he had any message for 
her. Marconi replied: “Tell her that I had my beads in my hand and 
that my last act was to kiss the cross. She will understand.” 

How hallowed and enduring the bonds of matrimony would be if 
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husbands and wives would sanctify their lives with the daily recitation 
of the Rosary together when possible, and thoughtful of each other, 
when separated. Such devotion would radiate into the lives of their 
children and there would result the ideal Christian home, rendered 
sacred by the presence of the Blessed Mother through the Family 


Rosary. 
The Register 


Faith and Devotion to the Angels 


the Bible attests to the existence of Angels. Yet devotion 

to them is not outstanding in the so-called “Bible- 

Churches,” if it figures in them at all. As regards the 
doctrine and devotion to the Angels, again it is in the Catholic 
Church, which alone teaches the fulness of Divine Revelation, 
that belief in and devotion to the Angels holds a prominent 
place. Nevertheless, we may well ask the question: Although 
the Church teaches and encourages devotion to the Angels, and 
particularly to the Guardian Angels, does the average Catholic 
adult actually give heed to this exalted spiritual truth? For 
instance, does he think of and pray to his Guardian Angel daily, 
or in specific difficulties? 

It is one thing to know and believe in the existence of An- 
gels, and another thing to realize the full significance of this 
guardianship, and to make practical use of that knowledge and 
faith in one’s life, to let it influence one’s conduct. The Guard- 
ian Angel is given to each individual as a friend and helper. 
But if the soul will not listen to his counsel, but brashly flies 
into temptation and sin, the Angel may also be compelled to 
bear witness against the soul. When he appears together with 
the soul at the Judgment Seat of God, the Angel cannot be 
bribed, he will not keep his lips closed. So when the book of 
offenses is opened and the list of sins spread out before the soul, 
the first witness will be the Guardian Angel, who will say in 
answer to the soul’s protest: “Yes, you are the one who has done 
these things.” And then he will recall to the soul all the loath- 
some details. What a judgment that will be! 

But God meant the Angel to be a friend, not an accuser and 
judge. Ifhebecomes an adversary, that is the fault of the individ- 
ual. God meant him to protect and guide the soul through life. 


S AINT GREGORY once stated that almost every page of 
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Today there are so many dangers that threaten life and limb, 
as well as spiritual dangers to the soul, that certainly one should 
daily invoke his holy Angel to ask him to ward off occasions 
of sin under whatever form they may come, and to intervene so 
that no fatal accident may bring an untimely end to life itself. 

Yes, commend yourself daily to your Angel’s care! Ask 
him to befriend you from moment to moment. Then listen to 
his inspirations. They will lift you up and bring you closer to 
God, like the Angels’ message to the shepherds of Bethlehem. 
Jesus is the King of the Angels, and even while they hover near 
the souls they must protect, they are adoring before His throne 
in heaven, and in endless chorus proclaiming: Sanctus, Sanctus, 
Sanctus! 

It was the general practice of the saints to pay special 
honor to their Guardian Angels. St. Francis de Sales, for ex- 
ample, had a particular devotion to his Guardian Angel. He 
celebrated the feast, October 2, with special care and piety. In 
spirit he received the blessing of his Angel in the most important 
actions of his life. Not only was he devout to his own Angel, 
but also honored the Angels of his friends, and even those of his 
enemies and of the heretics. He once revealed that in disputing 
with the Huguenots, he exorcised the demons who obsessed 
them, and afterwards invoked their Angels. This was, no doubt, 
why he was successful in converting so many thousands. When 
he was absent from his diocese he recommended it to the special 
care of his Angel. He never failed to salute the Angels of the 
countless cities and provinces through which he passed. In the 
confessional, he invoked the Guardian Angel of the penitent. 
In his letters we read recommendations to people to be very 
devout to their Guardian Angel, for he said, “In this world they 
attend to almost everything, as messengers of God.” 








Honor Christ the King 
by burning a candle before the Blessed Sacrament. 
A large wax candle will be burned for your intention in 
any of our Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration a day and a 


night for an offering of 50¢; one week for $3.50; one 
month for $12.00. 


A Vigil Light may be burned in our Relic Chapel to honor the 
Saints whose relics are there enshrined for an offering of 10¢. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Secret Workings of Divine Grace 


Concluded 


namely, the fellowship of Christ. By becoming the 

adopted sons of God we are made brothers of the ever- 

lasting Son of the Father, that is, of Jesus Christ; a re- 
lationship quite without a parallel in its condescension, and 
breathing the most consummate love and affection; a relation- 
ship, too, which Jesus Christ, so far from repudiating, has sought 
still further to accentuate and intensify. He became man and a 
participator in our human nature so that we might become in 
a certain sense gods (“I said you are gods”—John 10:34) and 
participators in His Divine nature. He took upon Himself the 
burden of our temporal life that we might one day possess eter- 
nal life. He embraced our poverty and miseries that we might 
one day share in His eternal riches and honors in the world be- 
yond the grave. In short, there is nothing which He has not 
done to show all the affection, solicitude and interest of the 
tenderest of brothers towards each and every one of us. Men 
of the world are proud of noble ancestry, and exult if they can 
trace some connection, however remote, fanciful and far-fetched, 
with royalty; but what is there in all earthly ties compared to 
the honor of being by grace the brothers and sisters of Jesus 
Christ? All other kinships are forgotten when we think of Him 
who has chosen to stand towards us in the real relationship of 
a brother. Seeing how men value the tinsel honors and empty 
privileges that the accidents of birth or fortune confer, it seems 
a pity that preachers and teachers should not insist more fre- 
quently and more earnestly upon the far more inestimable and 
enduring honors that accrue from the union by grace which we 
have with Jesus Christ. The secret of sanctifying souls is surely 
not to ignore the natural desires and aspirations of the heart, 
but rather to direct them to their true objects and highest ends. 


Further, grace makes us living tabernacles of the Holy 
Ghost. “Do you not know that you are the temple of God and 
that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1 Cor 3:16.) The Holy 
Spirit enters into possession of the soul when it is filled with 
grace, and purifies, sanctifies and adorns it by His holy presence. 
He enables regenerated souls to say, in an altogether peculiar 
sense: “In Him we live and move and have our being” (Acts 


‘3 HIS brings us to a second startling effect of Divine grace, 
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17:28). And where the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity is, 
there must be, by circumincession, the Father and the Son. 
Our Lord Himself says: “If anyone love Me, he will keep My 
word, and My Father will love him, and We will come to him 
and make Our abode with him” (John 14:23). Who can realize 
what it is to possess thus within our souls the adorable Trinity 
—Father, Son and Holy Ghost? Yet such is the happiness of 
every soul in the state of grace. God dwells within such a soul, 
not merely by His operation, but substantially, as theologians 
teach. Hence the enormity of any offense committed by a soul 
in grace becomes intelligible, for such a one “defiles the temple 
of the Holy Ghost,” besides “crucifying to himself the Lord of 
Glory.” 

This brings us to those remarkable words of St. Peter— 
words which no one can meet for the first time without emotion, 
and which are well calculated to fill any man of vivid faith with 
a perfect ecstasy of joy and jubilant wonder. In his second 
Epistle he says: “He has granted us the very great and precious 
promises, so that through them you may become partakers of 
the Divine nature” (2 Pet. 1:4). Partakers of the Divine nature: 
sharers in the nature of God! This sublime doctrine is difficult 
to understand, and still more difficult to explain. It undoubt- 
edly indicates a most extraordinary and ineffable union between 
the soul and God. It is not that the soul, or any portion of it, 
actually becomes God, or loses its personality, or in any way 
forfeits its identity, but that God Himself enters into its inner- 
most recesses, as it were, residing within it and flooding it with 
His Divinity, as the daylight floods and fills a clear and trans- 
parent crystal. Indeed, this is one of the illustrations actually 
made use of by the Fathers, so we may pause a moment to con- 
sider it. 


When a pure crystal is exposed to the sunlight, the rays 
enter it, fill it, pervade it, and render it all bright, glittering and 
luminous. It is not itself the light, but the light is within it and 
around it, and shines through it, and pervades it in every part, 
so that we may say that it partakes of the nature of light. So 
does the Divinity shine through the soul and beautify it, cloth- 
ing it with something of the beauty and comeliness of God Him- 
self. 

Another example frequently made use of by the Fathers is 
that of a piece of metal at a white heat. The metal is metal 
still, even while it emits light and heat. Its nature is not 
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changed, yet the heat possesses it. It is, as it were, penetrated 
with fire, and indistinguishable from it. It partakes of the na- 
ture of fire. As a piece of molten iron in the midst of the fur- 
nace, so is a soul in grace in the midst of God. It borrows 
beauty and magnificence from the presence of God Himself, so 
that this beauty and magnificence are the uncreated beauty and 
magnificence which are “from eternity unto eternity,” and not 
the mere beauty and magnificence of the soul, though it is the 
soul that reflects it. 

We say this just as we may say that the beauty of the full 
moon is the beauty—not, strictly speaking, of the moon, but of 
the sun—since the moon possesses it only indirectly and by re- 
flection. And as different bodies reflect the created light in dif- 
ferent degrees, so we may say that different souls reflect in vary- 
ing measure, according to their degree of grace, the uncreated 
Light of God, and so differ as “star differs from star in glory” 
(1 Cor. 15:41). As the incandescent metal may be said to share 
in the nature of fire, so the soul is said, in the words of Holy 
Scripture, to become a sharer or participator in the Divine na- 
ture. 

These and many other examples are made use of by the 
Fathers to illustrate the effects of Divine love on the human 
soul. Yet, though they may help us in a measure, they all fall 
far short of the truth, since we can never hope to know all the 
effects of grace till our eyes are opened in the next world, and 
we can see God “face to face” and “know Him even as we are 
known” (1 Cor. 13:13). 

Let it suffice to say that a soul in grace enjoys the special 
care and protection of God, who watches over it with more than 
paternal solicitude, so disposing, indeed, that all things whatso- 
ever, without exception of any kind, whether prosperous or ad- 
verse, may be made to contribute to its essential and eternal 
happiness. In the words of the Holy Ghost, “all things work 
together unto good for those who, according to His purpose, are 
saints through His call” (Rom. 8:28). 


Grace, furthermore, bestows a special knowledge of spiritual 
things, and a power to discriminate between the precious and 
the vile—the gifts of heaven and the vanities and baubles of 
earth. “He that is of God knows the things of God.” This is 
shown in innumerable examples of saints and heroes, who have 
testified by their lives and actions how immeasurably they 
valued the spiritual and supernatural above all the treasures and 
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riches of earth. And if it gives knowledge, so does it impart 
strength to act up to that knowledge. If we wish to witness 
the power of grace, and see, as it were, for ourselves the valor 
and courage it bestows, we have but to turn to the lives of the 
martyrs and confessors. Consider the constancy with which 
they went forth to meet death in its most hideous and cruel 
forms, and the calm and peace—nay, the positive joy they ex- 
hibited in the midst of torture and agony which exceeded all 
words. Not strong men alone, but delicate women, tenderly 
brought up, sensitive and weak—yes, and children, too, unused 
to suffering and the sight of blood—stood unconquerable before 
their tormentors, and could be subdued neither by fire nor 
sword, nor the worst forms of persecution. The weakest by 
nature became the strongest by grace, and characters accus- 
tomed to shrink from every pain and affliction, grew, under its 
mysterious influence, robust and indifferent to torture and death. 
The grace of God is above all power, and must triumph over all 
opposition, if corresponded with, for it is the power of the Om- 
nipotent. 


Let us conclude by one last reflection. The grace of God 
in the soul renders it so near and dear to Him that He views its 
every action and thought in a wholly special way. God becomes, 
as it were, enamoured with a soul in grace. He looks down upon 
it with tenderness, and is wholly conquered by the beauty with 
which He has decked it, so that not only the soul but every act 
of the soul becomes pleasing and gratifying to Him. The least 
act, were it but an aspiration or a kind word, when performed 
(1) by one in grace and (2) from a supernatural intention, is 
of greater value, before God, than the greatest and noblest ac- 
tion performed by one in sin, or even by a soul free from sin if 
devoid of all supernatural grace:™ All of us have probably sighed 
in our childhood for the fabulous philosopher’s stone, which is 
said to possess the property of converting whatever it touches 
into gold. Far more marvelous is the power actually possessed 
and exercised by a soul in grace of converting every act it per- 
forms into a priceless treasure—into an eternal weight of glory. 
Yet, this we know to be the simple, unvarnished truth taught by 
the Church. Every pain, cross or action, however slight, if borne 
for the love of God by a soul in grace, is more pleasing to Him, 
and better in itself, than the conquering of a kingdom or the rul- 
ing of an empire, when such acts are not inspired by a super- 
natural motive. Thus is our future life made dependent upon 
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our present. Thus it is that day by day and week by week are 
being wrought within our souls the principles and seeds of future 
glory and happiness. How silently does the work proceed, and 
how secretly God operates His wonders! Yet how certainly is 
His hand ever upon us all our lives long, transforming and beau- 
tifying us, if we place no obstacle in the way and resist not His 
operation! 

Who, appreciating this truth, could allow himself to grow 
remiss or lukewarm in guarding and defending so priceless a 
treasure? If men “did but know the gift of God,” they would 
surely take considerably greater pains in securing its preserva- 
tion, especially considering the fragility of the vessels in which 
so inestimable a treasure is carried. 


Men are always glad to hear of what redounds to their own 
honor and advantage. Even the most scoffing democrat would 
possibly think better of crowns and coronets were they placed 
more within his reach. So would Christians esteem more highly 
the supernatural gifts of God were they made more fully sensible 
of their actuality, and more fully aware of the power they pos- 
sess to acquire them in a higher and yet higher degree. 


Even among reflecting men, not one in five thousand real- 
izes the honor, privilege and dignity that grace confers. We 
priests, with all our familiarity with theological works and spirit- 
ual books, can hardly be said to bring the truth home to our- 
selves. But if this be true of those whose very profession sup- 
poses greater knowledge, what shall we say of the masses of the 
faithful? What of the multitudes whose lives are passed in work 
and toil and bitter privation? Is it not our duty to point out 
oftener than we do those truths which are joy-giving and sus- 
taining—truths which cause the heart to bound with delight and 
the spirit to rise in wonder and gladness, even in the midst of 
earthly sorrows? 

The anger of God upon unrepenting sinners is a familiar 
theme with most preachers, and the pains and penalties of the 
lost are often depicted with considerable warmth and vividness. 
But the more attractive truths of the Gospel—those truths 
which melt the hearts of men rather than break them—are sel- 
dom put so prominently forward, and make but little impression. 
As none need the solace that these truths bring as much as the 
sorrow-laden and the miserable, so, when duly represented, none 
grasp at them more readily or embrace them more eagerly. 

The heart is made for happiness and joy. The more com- 
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pletely, therefore, earthly consolations are withheld and denied, 
the more readily will it accept and treasure up the promise of a 
joyous hereafter, and the more fervently will it cherish that in- 
ward and invisible grace which is, as it were, an earnest of an 
eternity of peace and delight in the Kingdom of the Father. 
(From ‘Thoughts for All Times” by Msgr. John S. Vaughan) 


A Musician’s Love for the Rosary 


NE day in the Cathedral of Vienna a choir boy sang the 
Salve Regina with a voice so pure and sweet, so full of 
ardor and pathos, that his hearers were profoundly moved. 
When the services were ended, a venerable looking Brother 
sought out the boy, caressed him tenderly, congratulated him, 
and exhorted him to persevere in piety and to be always devoted 
to Our Blessed Mother. Drawing a rosary from his pocket, he 
gave it to him as a token of his admiration, saying: “Keep this 
always with you and pray at least a part of it every day. Broth- 
er Anselm’s rosary will draw God’s blessing upon you.” 

The boy received the gift gratefully, and was faithful in fol- 
lowing the suggestion of the brother friar. Soon he began to 
gain renown for his musical compositions. At the age of fifteen 
he longed to go to Italy to continue his musical education, but 
lacked the means for doing so. He began to pray the Rosary 
with greater fervor, and soon his prayers were answered in an 
unexpected way. The choir master of St. Stephen’s in Vienna 
invited him, in the name of the Archbishop, to make a musical 
tour into Italy. In a short time he was much sought after 
throughout Europe, and introduced such profound and genial 
innovations into the lyric drama that he revolutionized the 
opera through the dramatic intensity of his music. 

This was Christopher von Gluck, one of the most celebrated 
musical composers of the last century. On his student tours, 
and later when he had become famous as a composer, he never 
forgot his daily Rosary. Even at the court of Marie Antoinette, 
he would withdraw from the evening entertainment to recite the 
Rosary—to the great edification of all. 


Spiritual Vitamin for October 


We fly to thy patronage, O holy Mother of God; despise not thou 
our petitions in our necessities, but deliver us always from all dangers, 
O glorious and blessed Virgin. (5 years’ indulgence.) 
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Our Lady, the Seamstress, 


with fathomless love and heavenly aid, never fails to mend the 


gaps and renew the depleted graces of our lives when we bring 


our problems and troubles to her with hope and confidence. 





Our Lady, the Seamstress 


UR Lady’s a seamstress; patiently she bends 
Over the world’s workbasket, and mends, and mends, 
Stitching our trouble, darning our care, 
Patching our hearts so they won’t show the wear. 
She likes to thread her needle, pick up a dream, 
Slip on her thimble, and sew in a seam. 
Love and hope sometimes gap, often don’t meet— 
Our Lady has to baste them then and put in a pleat. 
When life shrinks up with wearing and can’t be made to fit, 
She knows where all the tucks are and lets them out a bit. 
And when it’s time for God to come 
and clip the thread of Now, 
She’ll catch all the fallen ends— 
and save us somehow. 
Anonymous 


A Neglected Cause 


HE propagation and preservation of the Faith ought to be 
the first concern of the “faithful” after that of their own 
salvation. Everyone who is full of faith must experience 
a deep-seated yearning to do something to bring this 

most precious of treasures to those who do not have it. This 
is the impelling desire of every missionary and of every apostolic 
soul. But did not our Divine Lord will and intend that every 
one of His own should be an apostle in some degree? What is 
the meaning of His parable of the leaven, if it is not that? Leav- 
en is an element which permeates, imbues, impregnates every 
cell of a given mass until each is transformed and becomes like 
its neighbor. That is what yeast does in bread dough. That 
is what faith should effect in the mass of people that populate 
the earth. Christ intended that it should spread from person 
to person, from individual to individual, “until the whole 
(world) is leavened.” 

Yet a great segment of those who call themselves followers 
of Christ, members of His Mystical Body, do little or nothing 
to spread the Faith. What is wrong? Their education is faulty. 
They have the idea that only priests and religious are expected | 
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to “missionize.” Further, perhaps, there is a sad lack of knowl- 
edge on the part of many nominal Catholics. 


It is true that priests and religious have a special vocation 
and are specially trained for work in the Lord’s vineyard. But 
there are not enough priests and religious to do even one per 
cent of the work that needs to be done. The whole Church is 
needed! Every person has been entrusted with certain talents. 
If the priests and religious have received five and are expected 
to trade with them and win souls for God, so too are the layman 
and the laywoman, even though they may have received only 
one. The workers are far too few. It is needful that the faith- 
ful as a whole—as individuals—trealize that they bear a share 
in the responsibility of converting the world and changing it 
from a pagan to a Catholic world. Their single efforts may be 
small, but together they can and will be mighty. Let each one 
equip himself with clear knowledge of his Faith and use every 
opportunity to explain its practice to those outside the fold, or 
to poorly instructed Catholics. If only one convert is gained, 
if only one weak Catholic is saved, that will be a great thing. 
Another cell will have been enlivened with the leaven of faith. 


“To be a Catholic,” Pope Pius XII has declared, “means 
to be a missionary.” One who is not mission-minded is not 
worthy of the name of Catholic. Hence, every true Catholic 
must be concerned with those in his own environment and with 
those who are in far-flung fields, for the Church is universal. 
Each month the Holy Father proposes a missionary intention 
for the Apostleship of Prayer. One of His recent intentions was 
that there may be more abundant priestly and missionary voca- 
tions among the peoples of Latin America. He is “anxious” at 
the sight of the threatening danger to Catholicism in these coun- 
tries where the general trend of Catholic life points to decay. 
The customs of the people are corrupted by the gradual en- 
croachments of easy living and indifference. Religious ignor- 
ance, apostolic paralysis and Protestant proselytism have caused 
frightening conditions. The scarcity of clergy and laymen in 
Catholic Action impedes religion from advancing, and the situ- 
ation in general is so deplorable that it is a wonder faith has not 
perished altogether. 

Let us take Brazil as a concrete example. Of its 60 million 
people, 93.5% are registered as Catholics, but only 5% fulfil 
their religious duties, going to Sunday Mass and receiving Holy 
Communion at Easter. The other 57 million are left voluntarily, 
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Your Departed Loved Ones 
Plead for Your Help! 


The most powerful means to secure the release of the Poor 
Souls from Purgatory is the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Holy 
Mass is the unbloody Sacrifice of the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ, offered to God for the living and the dead through the 
ministry of His priests. As once on the Cross, so now on the 
altar, the Precious Blood pleads for mercy and forgiveness. 
Therefore, in seeking a means to hasten for our dear ones the 
happy hour of liberation from the flames of purgatory, we turn 
to Christ, to His Cross, and to the infinite merits which daily 
flow from the holy Altar, as Calvary is renewed in the holy Sac- 
rifice of the Mass. There we find Divine satisfaction for all sins; 
there we find the “refreshment, light and peace” for which our 
departed loved ones long so ardently. 











Kindly give your own name and address below: 





As the month of November draws near, 
our hearts turn with renewed solicitude to 
the Souls in Purgatory, especially to our 
own relatives and friends who may be num- 
bered among them. Knowing your desire 
to do something really effective to obtain 
their release, we extend to you an invita- 
tion to send us the names of your departed 
loved ones whom you would like to have 
remembered in a 


Novena of Holy Masses 


from October 25 to November 2 — All Souls’ Day 


which we are having offered up here at our 
Convent of Perpetual Adoration for the 
departed souls who are specially recom- 
mended to us. All you need do is to write 
their names in the space provided on the 
back of this folder and send them in to us. 

Send as many names as you wish, for 
the merits of the Mass are INFINITE, and 
therefore sufficient to satisfy for a countless 
number of souls. 

If you wish to unite the charity of 
almsgiving—another efficacious means of 
helping the Poor Souls—with the Masses 
to be applied to them, your offering will be 
welcome and will be used for our Eucharis- 
tic Apostolate and for the support of our 
Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration. How- 
ever, if you are unable to include an offer- 
ing, send us the names of your dear de- 
parted just the same, so they may partici- 
pate in the treasures of all these Holy 
Masses. 























Where Remembrance Is Precious! 


Another consoling and powerful means of daily, hourly, yes, 
constantly recommending your beloved deceased to the charity 


and mercy of God, is our 
Association of Perpetual Adoration. 


In our five Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration, an unceas- 
ing homage of prayer is offered to God, in adoration of His 
Divine Majesty, in thanksgiving for all His gifts, in reparation 
for the sins and ingratitude of the world, and in petition for His 
blessings. 


By being enrolled in our Association of Perpetual Adora- 
tion, souls may share in a special way in these unceasing prayers, 
as well as in the daily Sacrifice of the Mass, the Rosary and 
other prayers offered by the Sisters. 


For simple membership, an offering of at least one dollar 
for each person (living or deceased) is customary. For privi- 
leged membership, which includes additional benefits, an offer- 
ing of at least ten dollars is asked, to assist us in maintaining 
the service of Perpetual Adoration in all our Sanctuaries. 
The name of the person to be enrolled must be inscribed in the 
Register of the Association at our Motherhouse in Clyde, 
Missouri. An attractive certificate, listing the benefits enjoyed, is 
issued for each person. 





Names of 
DEPARTED 


To Be Included 
A in NOVENA of 


VE ae hay HOLY MASSES 
LOVED ONES LER. Meaoe 






































To Be Enrolled in Association of Perpetual Adoration 
Kindly state whether SIMPLE or PRIVILEGED membership is desired. 





Send to: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





or involuntarily, to their own ideas. Indeed, it would be impos- 
sible for the majority to attend Mass every Sunday, even if they 
wanted to, because there are not enough priests or churches. 
They are generally baptized but live like pagans. Many who call 
themselves Catholic also accept Spiritism and fall victim to the 
Protestant propaganda and to Communism. There is much deep 
religious ignorance. The people call themselves Catholics, but 
most of them have not had sufficient instruction to understand 
fully what the Church is. A group of zealous Catholics is there- 
fore appealing to laymen and laywomen in the United States to 
come and organize apostolic enterprises to promote the spiritual 
welfare of the people. Bookstores, T.V. and radio programs, 
catechetical guilds, and pamphlet racks, are fields that offer 
splendid opportunities for a Catholic apostolate, besides many 
others. 

Even 40,000 priests and 40,000 lay-workers would be insuf- 
ficient to do the spiritual work that is crying to be done to save 
these Latin American countries from paganization. Religious 
vocations are very few because the spiritual life of so many is 
weak. The Brazilian Board of Catholic Missions calls upon all 
Catholic people in the United States to help the Latin Ameri- 
cans, and invites volunteer workers and letters with concrete 
suggestions and ideas. The address is: Agencia Sao Paulo, Caixa 
postal no 5415, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, South America. 

Prompt action is needed! There are hundreds of different 
ways suitable to different categories of people by which actual 
helps can be given, by personal effort, monetary contributions, 
and the like. At least, EVERY ONE can daily pray the Holy Spirit 
to raise up men and women to work in this neglected vineyard, 
while they do what they can to increase, strengthen and preserve 
the Faith in their contacts in their own neighborhood and field 
of labor. The Catholic Faith constitutes our greatest treasure 
and chief source of happiness, and it must be our chief concern 
that its life-giving truths are preserved and passed on to others. 
Every Catholic has grave responsibilities to defend these truths, 
and to instill them into men’s minds. Are YOU doing your part? 
This month of October, with its feast of the Kingship of Christ, 
is an excellent time to start or to put forth new efforts for the 


extension of His reign. 
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Adult Education 


HE story is told of a man who bought a book at a second- 
hand shop for one dollar. Arriving home and opening 
it for closer inspection, he found an old $100.00 Victory 
Bond lying between two of its pages. The bond was 

sent in for collection and the man received its value in money. 
Needless to say, he considered his investment worthwhile indeed. 

No one ever knows what treasures (not of a material kind, 
but much more precious) lie between the covers of a book until 
he takes it home with him and settles down for an evening’s 
reading. So it is a sad commentary on our age that for too 
many the treasures of Catholic publications—papers, magazines, 
books and pamphlets—remain unknown and unused because 
they are not read. This is particularly true as a rule of those 
who need them most—the religious illiterate. The person who 
stops school at the eighth grade level, or even at high school 
level, would be looked upon as an illiterate in current worldly 
affairs if he did not continue his education through reading, 
through the radio, television, and other agencies. Nowadays it 
is even required of employees in many fields of enterprise to take 
evening courses to increase their knowledge and skills and thus 
make themselves more valuable to their employers. 

Adult education is far more necessary in the field of religious 
knowledge than in any that concerns mere material gain. The 
Catholic who does not add to his knowledge of God and of the 
things of God after he has completed the simple catechism re- 
quired for First Communion and Confirmation is bound to be 
ignorant of many, very many, matters pertaining to faith and 
right living. He is a religious illiterate, and consequently misses 
very, very much that would make his religion a source of im- 
mense comfort and gain both in this world and the next. 

And this is where Catholic publications should enter into 
Catholic life. They are the school of the adult. They are a 
must for young and old. In our age of secularism, with a flood- 
tide output in printed matter that disseminates error and evil 
ideas, reading Catholic publications is an absolute necessity if 
faith is to be preserved and nourished. The Catholic Press as a 
whole is doing an effective job in supplying worthy materials, 
but it does not reach enough people. It is not widely enough 
read. Above all, it is needed by the “nominal Catholics”—those 
whose Catholicity is little more than the name, and who are 
sadly ignorant of many of the Church’s teachings. 

The big question, then, is, how are these people to be made 
to understand that they need Catholic reading? 
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Pope Pius XII, in a message addressed to American Catho- 
lic journalists, made a powerful appeal for students and gradu- 
ates of Catholic institutions of learning to support and propa- 
gate the Catholic Press. He said: “The influence of the Catho- 
lic Press will be in proportion to the influence and number of its 
readers.” 'Then he added, “We would like to make a fervent, 
paternal appeal to the Catholic colleges and universities through- 
out the land. Is it not right to expect that the students and 
graduates of these schools should be a chief support of the Cath- 
olic Press and literature?” Pointing to the need of students’ 
realizing the responsibilities facing Catholics today and the 
necessity of deepening by continued study their understanding 
of the Faith, the Holy Father challenged: “If students grasped 
the nature and magnitude of the issues at stake in the perennial 
struggle that the Church has to wage in the face of those who, 
through ignorance or evil-minded enmity, revile and misrepre- 
sent her and her teaching, would they be languidly gravitating 
to light, trivial reading? Would they not rather with a robust 
mentality turn with an eager sense of chivalry to the best college 
sources of information and instruction?” 

A person who reads Catholic publications has a basic tool 
whereby he can store up a knowledge of his Faith and its prac- 
tice. A good book has been likened to the golden ladder seen 
by Jacob in his dream, on which angels descended from heaven 
to minister to human needs. “Not the least part of education 
is to know good books,” says the Rev. John O’Brien, famous for 
his convert work. Reading enables a person to gain an ever- 
increasing knowledge of his religion, and it fits him to explain 
the truths of his Faith to those outside the fold. 

The United States has a population of 170,000,000, with 
Catholics numbering some 34,500,000. Catholics are respon- 
sible for bringing a knowledge of the God-revealed truths to 
these 135,500,000 people, who are bound to them by common 
ties of a common citizenship on earth, and whose destiny, in 
God’s design, is a common citizenship in eternal life. Most of 
these people have gravely false conceptions of the Church’s 
teachings because they have been fed on lies and travesties of 
Catholic belief and practice. God expects Catholics to be “wit- 
nesses” to Him even to the “uttermost parts of the earth,” to 
testify to the beauty, truth and holiness of the religion revealed 
by the Son of God. 

These thoughts would suggest three practical resolutions: 
1. Read and promote Catholic reading. 2. Use every oppor- 
tunity to talk about what you have read and encourage others 
to read more. 3. Become an instrument in the salvation of souls 
by keeping abreast of things Catholic, by having at your finger- 
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tips Catholic facts and information to answer the biased and 
prejudiced. In their often mixed-religious neighborhoods, Cath- 
olic families have a wonderful opportunity to be “minor” apos- 
tles. A chance conversation with a neighbor in which a point of 
Catholic truth is explained, or the demonstration of it in real 
neighborly acts of kindness, can be like a spreading fire that re- 
sults in not only one conversion, but that of a whole family, and 
even of other relatives. But for personal Catholic living and for 
any apostolic effort a basic knowledge of Catholic truth is an 
absolute necessity. So we repeat: READ and PROMOTE Cath- 
olic publications, among which we naturally recommend our own. 
Below we add some comments on them by others. 


The Voice of Readers on Our Benedictine Publications 


“Enclosed is a check in the amount of $3.00. Please place my 
name on your mailing list for a two-year subscription to TABER- 
NACLE AND PURGATORY. I have just finished reading the May issue, 
and being a convert of a little more than two years, I found the ar- 
ticles both inspirational and instructive. Thank you for publishing 
such a truly spiritual and inspiring publication.” Re Pe ARS 


Joss 


“As for your wonderful booklets, I know whereof I speak when 
I say positively that you publish the finest lot of devotional booklets in 
the country. If Catholic people only knew the marvelous spiritual 
improvement they would derive from your little books, you would be 
overwhelmed with orders. Not only are they absorbingly interesting, 
but they are highly instructive, for they disclose secrets of sanctity 
which, if studied carefully, memorized and put into practice, will bring 
one rapidly to perfection, and increase one’s merits many a thousand- 
fold in eternity.” 


“It would take years of uninteresting reading of many spiritual 
works to discover the rarities which, like brilliant jewels in a magnif- 
icent setting, are to be found in your beautiful booklets, any one of 
which may be read with delight in a single evening. If parish priests 
only realized what a power for good your booklets are, they would 
keep the church rack constantly filled with them. Your brochures in 
the church rack would do as much good as an additional priest in the 
parish.”’ (Comment by the Editor: Yes, if they were bought and read 
in sufficient numbers! ) 


“These booklets should be placed in libraries of Catholic colleges, 
seminaries, convents, schools, hospitals, prisons, reformatories, homes 
for working people, for the aged, for the poor. The inmates will 
quickly become interested, and the Church will rejoice in a wonderful 
lay apostolate.” 

“Enclosed is $2.00 for my subscription to your wonderful magazine 


for the coming twelve months. TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY is 
a most wonderful magazine, truly spiritual and soul-lifting.’’ 
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His Kingdom 


ING! That is the title of Christ, not given today, nor 

’ yesterday, but destined for Him in the eternal councils 

of God. It is written large over the pages of the Gospel 

and stands out in flaming letters in the Prophecies and 
Psalms. At the birth of Christ, wise men came from afar in- 
quiring, “Where is He that is born King of the Jews?” At His 
death, the title affixed to the Cross in Hebrew, Greek and Latin, 
that it might be read by the whole world, was: “Jesus of Naz- 
areth, King of the Jews.” Jesus Christ is indeed a King, as He 
declared to Pilate: “I am a King. That is why I was born, and 
why I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth” 
(John 18:37). His words to Pilate rang out through the multi- 
tude and passed from mouth to mouth, reaching the ribald 
group of soldiers, who, a little later, gave Him a mantle of royal 
purple, set a reed in His hand for a scepter, and platted a crown 
of thorns for His head, and then fell down in mock homage, 
spitting into His face as their tribute. 

Yes, He had said it: I AM A KING: their King, our King, 
King of the Jews, King of all nations, King of every individual, 
King of the family, King of society, King of all the earth, King 
of Glory, before whom every knee must bow in heaven, on earth 
and under the earth. 

It was no new truth, no new cult, when in 1925 Pius XI 
instituted the ecclesiastical feast of the Kingship which we cele- 
brate each year on the last Sunday in October. Like a thread 
of royal purple, devotion to Jesus Christ, King, runs through the 
prayers of the Christian ages. The feast has merely brought 
everywhere into bold relief the militant idea of the Kingship, 
the flourishing in justice and peace of the Messianic Kingship, 
the spiritual Kingdom of Christ; for, while Christ’s Kingdom is 
in this world, it is not of it. Christ’s mission was and is the 
subjection of all things to Himself. This He accomplishes in 
a manner that puts to confusion His enemies. He accomplishes 
it especially through the Holy Eucharist. 

There are three main causes of discord in the world which 
work havoc in the individual, in the family, in societies, in na- 
tions. These three evils are: pride, greed and lust. The weapon 
which our Divine King chiefly uses to overcome these sources of 
evil is the Sacrament of His Love, Holy Mass and Holy Com- 
munion. 
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Nothing is more disruptive of concord and peace than is 
pride. It has searing effects upon the soul and upon society, and 
this sinister factor is at work everywhere. Every sin, no matter 
what its name, can be traced back to pride, to a misuse of free 
will, to a rebellion against God’s authority. Satan’s contemp- 
tuous “Non serviam—I will not obey!” re-echoes continually 
throughout human history. The Prince of Peace offers Himself 
in the Blessed Sacrament as the sure cure of pride, as the per- 
fect remedy for this disruptive element, this disturber of peace. 


In the Blessed Sacrament, Christ offers a most convincing 
example of humility. He hides not only His Divinity, but also 
His Humanity under the frail covering of bread. He humbly 
submits Himself to His priests. He makes Himself absolutely 
dependent on His ministers. What a lesson for young and old 
to curb their pride and insolence, and to learn of Him, who is 
“meek and humble of Heart.” 


But Jesus not only teaches humble obedience through the 
Eucharist, He also gives the grace to resist pride and practice 
true humility. He enlightens minds that they may see things 
and circumstances in the light of faith. He moves wills to ac- 
complish and do what must be done. One who frequently at- 
tends Holy Mass and sincerely renews the offering of himself to 
God along with the Divine Victim, as is implied by the very act 
of sacrifice, cannot long remain proud and rebellious. Frequent 
Communion will further enable him to accept the will of God 
in humble submission. Thus he will lay the foundation of true 
peace in his own heart, and this in turn will tend to make him a 
peacemaker in society. 

The second cause of disturbance in the world is unbridled 
greed. Man wants more and more of material goods, and to sat- 
isfy his passion he becomes ruthless and hard-hearted, stopping 
at nothing to enrich himself. What wars, what quarrels, what 
misery has not this passion incited! But the Son of God, in- 
finitely rich though He is, shows mankind by the rejection of 
all worldly goods in His mortal life, and by the perfect detach- 
ment of His Eucharistic life, that it is only eternal values that 
can make us happy. He counsels all to “Seek the Kingdom of 
God and His justice, and all these things shall be added unto 
you.” ‘To overcome avaricious greed, the world needs the Holy 
Eucharist. It needs to realize that the whole purpose of life is 
to seek the imperishable riches of heaven, and in doing this, one 
must curb avarice and greed, and use money and material things 
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to promote God’s Kingdom on earth, to relieve the poor, and to 
perform other works of charity. How much it would contribute 
to the restoration of peace if mankind as a whole pursued these 
supernatural ends and banished greed and self-aggrandisement. 
Since Holy Communion is the source of the power to uproot this 
evil, ingrained vice from the hearts of men, what a power for 
peace and for the extension of the Kingdom of Peace It must 
be! 

The third element which has such baneful effects in the 
world is lust, or the uncontrolled desire for pleasure. Untold 
misery, shame and disgrace have resulted from the inordinate 
passion of lust. How many a young life has been ruined by 
sins of impurity, how many a home broken, how much social 
devastation wrought! One of the strongest means to banish the 
demon of impurity is Holy Communion. Countries where mod- 
esty and purity are respected, homes where virtue is practiced, 
are strong and healthy. But we can have these beautiful fruits 
only where a deep and practical devotion is practiced to Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament. 


As we look back over the past century, we can see the guid- 
ance of Divine Providence in making Holy Communion the spir- 
itual powerhouse that God intended it to be. Through His 
humble servant, St. Pius X, God has restored the pristine prac- 
tice of daily Holy Communion, and only within this past year 
our present Holy Father, Pius XII, has made it possible for 
millions more to receive Holy Communion frequently or daily 
by mitigating the rules for fasting. 

“Come you all to Me,” Jesus invites. “Come to My Heart, 
the inexhaustible source of all goodness, the sea of boundless 
mercy. Come to Me, come to My Heart!” Children must come, 
for the tenderest mother has not so much tenderness as Jesus, 
nor is she so wise a teacher and guide. Old persons must come, 
that their “youth may be renewed like the eagle’s.” Sinners 
must come, that their sins and offenses may be drowned and 
obliterated in the love and mercy of Christ and their garments 
made whiter than snow. Just persons must come to this asylum 
to advance from virtue to virtue. Yes, Jesus wants all to come, 
for, as a hidden King on the altar, through His Eucharistic Pres- 
ence, He rules, directs and binds souls to Himself and makes 
them heirs of His Kingdom. 


And on the part of the soul there arises from this relation- 
ship the duty of obedience to His laws and the precepts of Holy 
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Church; attention to the inspirations of grace by which He 
directs and guides souls; fidelity to the friendship with which He 
honors them; and gratitude for the promise of sharing in the 
joys of His eternal Kingdom. It is thus through the Holy Eu- 
charist that Christ’s Kingdom must come on earth by complet- 
ing the “mysteries of human redemption,” so that “all creatures 
being made subject to His dominion, He might deliver into the 
hands of God’s infinite Majesty a Kingdom eternal and univer- 
sal, a Kingdom of truth and life, a Kingdom of holiness and 
grace, a Kingdom of justice, love and peace.” (Preface of the 
Kingship.) 


Abbot Columba Marmion 


A few months ago, the press announced the welcome news that the In- 
formative Process for the Cause of Beatification of the revered Benedictine 
Abbot, Dom Columba Marmion, had been introduced at Namur, Belgium. 
Doubtless many of our readers are already acquainted with the life and works 
of this saintly Abbot, who has done so much to promote true and solid piety 
through his writings. It will be our pleasure to assist in the promotion of his 
cause by printing biographical sketches and excerpts from his writings, so rich 
in spiritual doctrine and soul-nourishment. We begin this month with a short 
sketch of his life. 


HE parish priest was in a difficult situation. It was the eve 
of a great feast and at the last moment the preacher he had 
been counting on was unable to come. He took his trouble 
to the Abbot of a neighboring Benedictine monastery. The 
Abbot was concerned, but doubtful if he could help: most of his 
monks were already “loaned out” to nearby parishes. “There 
is only one I can offer you,” he said, and added pessimistically, 
“but his French is far from perfect—he is Irish by birth.” But 
the pastor was desperate: “I’ll take him just the same.” Three 
days later he brought him back to the Abbey, saying: “Never 
before have we had such a preacher, nor one who so moved my 
people!” Soon all other parish priests were competing for the 
“Trish Father,” and the public career of Dom Columba Marmion 
had begun. 

Born in Dublin, Ireland, on Holy Thursday, April Ist, 1858, 
of an Irish father and a French mother, Joseph Marmion was 
brought up in a staunchly Catholic household where daily Mass, 
frequent Communion and the family Rosary were as much a 
part of the day as getting up in the morning or going to meals. 
It has been said that he owed his lively intelligence, sense of 
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humor and always youthful spirit ta his Irish ancestry, while 
being indebted to his French blood for the clearness of percep- 
tion which characterized him, as well as the ease with which he 
was able to explain a point to others. 


rae 


No one was surprised when he decided to enter the semi- 
nary at the age of sixteen; what else was to be expected from a 
stronghold of the Faith such as the Marmion family? Lively, 
impressionable, generous, Joseph soon became the life and soul 
of a group of friends, who delighted in his robust humor. At the 
same time, his fine intelligence quickly brought to the attention 
of his professors a remarkable aptitude for philosophy and theol- 
ogy. It was also young Marmion’s good fortune to have for 
spiritual director a saintly Vincentian Father who saw to it that 
this period of the seminarian’s life was one of real growth in 
virtue: “Meditate often on the sufferings of Jesus, while you 
make the Way of the Cross,” he would tell him, “and you will 
arrive rapidly at a high degree of perfection.” His outstanding 
ability as a student led his Archbishop to send him to Rome to 
complete his theological studies. The young student was de- 
lighted, as he wrote to a friend: “to be in Rome is a real edu- 
cation for heart and soul, even apart from studies.” He always 
remembered his stay in Rome as one of the happiest periods of 
his life, for it meant to him a living contact with the Church of 
Christ. At the end of the scholastic year, Joseph Marmion fin- 
ished first in his class, and in June, 1881, was ordained to the 
priesthood in the Eternal City. 


Spiritual Director 


On returning to Dublin, Father Marmion was appointed to 
parish work in a small town near the Irish capital, and then 
made a professor of philosophy in the great seminary of Clonliffe, 
where he had studied a few years before. Recognizing his deep 
spirituality and exuberant humor, more and more of the semi- 
narians began coming to him for spiritual direction. He was also 
appointed chaplain to a convent of cloistered Redemptorist nuns, 
and, startling contrast, confessor to the women’s section of 
Mountjoy Prison. This was perhaps the origin of his lifelong 
preference for souls consecrated to Christ and for great sinners. 

Yet even this full life of teaching and apostolic work did 
not completely satisfy him. Stronger and stronger within him 
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was the demanding call for a more complete surrender to God. 
In Rome he had visited the great Abbey of Monte Cassino and 
on looking at a fresco of St. Benedict, the founder of Western 
monasticism, had felt the first stirrings of a vocation to the mo- 
nastic life. On his way back to Ireland, the year of his ordina- 
tion, he had visited the Belgian Benedictine Abbey of Mared- 
sous, where a friend had entered the novitiate, and had been 
struck by “the peace and silence of the vast cloisters, the chant 
of the Divine Office and the feeling of complete separation from 
the world which existed there.” The Abbot, blessed with a gift 
for discerning souls, or possibly with the spirit of prophecy, said 
to him bluntly on this occasion: “You have a much stronger 
vocation than your friend.” When Father Marmion’s friends 
became aware of his growing attraction for the life of a monk, 
there was much surprise. What could he, a good and zealous 
priest, with a full and fruitful life stretching out before him, gain 
by becoming a member of a religious order? He answered them 
in one word: “Obedience.” As he told his Archbishop: “Here 
I have no one to reprove and correct me in view of my perfec- 
tion; when I have religious superiors, I’m sure of being told when 
I’m wrong.” So it was that on the day of November 21st, 1886, 
accompanied by many friends as far as the pier, he left Ireland 
for the Belgian monastery which had so attracted him five years 
before. 
In the Novitiate 


Life at Maredsous was no easy matter for the Irish priest. 
Someone has described it as the process of pruning a plant of 
the open fields to fit into a French garden. Lively and open- 
hearted, he had to accustom himself to the more serious and un- 
bending dispositions of his Belgian companions. Already a 
priest and a brilliant teacher, he found himself back in the posi- 
tion of student. Nor was this made any easier for him by his 
novice-master, an austere and mortified man and a somewhat 
rigid disciplinarian. Later, in fact, when this same person asked 
him what had caused him the most difficulty and suffering dur- 
ing his novitiate, the Irish monk answered with more truth than 
tact: “You, Reverend Father!” There were interior trials dur- 
ing these years, too, months of aridity and temptation, doubts 
of his vocation. But he trusted in Christ’s grace and held on 
firmly, his ardent faith forcing his will and emotions to submit. 
He was seeking Christ, as St. Benedict requires his followers to 
do, and seeking Him with a single-minded devotion which led 
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one who knew him intimately to say: “He had a real passion for 
Christ.” At the time of his profession in 1888, he received the 
name of Columba, one of the great Irish missionary saints. 

After Dom Columba’s solemn profession in February of 
1891, he was appointed to teach the young monks philosophy. 
To him also fell the duty of master of ceremonies. Those who 
saw him at recreation, jovial, quick with a joke, were often 
amazed to see him at the altar a few minutes later, composed, 
reverent, his whole being wrapped up in what he was doing. The 
liturgy meant much to him and was ever the source of light for 
his interior life. In 1895 he was made Assistant Master of 
novices, a position which required considerable humility but 
which gave him the opportunity to win souls for Christ, by his 
compassion, his understanding, his example and his infectious 
gaiety. 

Prior of Mont-Cesar 


In 1899 Dom Marmion formed one of a group of monks 
sent out from the Abbey of Maredsous to begin a new founda- 
tion at Mont-Cesar in the university town of Louvain, Belgium. 
Once established, Mont-Cesar developed rapidly into an impor- 
tant center of spiritual and intellectual life. Not a little of its 
influence was due to Dom Columba, who had been made Prior 
of the new Abbey and spiritual director of its clerics. Now ma- 
ture and well versed in theology he was in constant demand as 
a lecturer, as advisor to students and faculty, as spiritual direc- 
tor to a number of priests, and as confessor to various communi- 
ties of nuns. He was also confessor, spiritual director and friend 
to the future Cardinal of Belgium, Archbishop Mercier. During 
the summer months, most of his time was spent in giving re- 
treats and days of recollection in Belgium, England and Ireland. 
Despite all this exhausting and time-consuming work, the Prior 
of Mt. Cesar was strictly faithful to all the monastic obser- 
vances. The first to arrive in choir, he loved to prolong his 
prayer there, finding in it the source of strength for all his other 
activities. He was always in the midst of things, doing his share 
of the regular monastic chores, and his good-humored teasing 
at recreation did much to drive away the cares of his fellow 
monks. 

Dom Marmion’s spiritual life was always centered in Christ 
and tended more and more to union and identification with 
Jesus in His intimacy with the Father. Whether in the silence 
of the cloister or in the crowded noisy streets of some great city, 
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his soul was seeking God and his apostolic heart was longing 
for Christ. This explains the apparent contradiction of his life, 
at once so extremely active and so deeply contemplative. “If 
I am asked in what the spiritual life consists,” he wrote, “my 
reply is: Christ.” It is this fundamental idea which perhaps 
explains the truly marvelous success of his three great books: 
“Christ, the Life of the Soul,” “Christ in His Mysteries,” and 
“Christ, the Ideal of the Monk.” Centered on Christ, full of 
dogma, simple and stripped of all accidentals, they were a “rev- 
elation of truths forgotten” in the days when they were first 
published and have done much to establish Christ as the source 
and aim of modern spirituality. 


Abbot of Maredsous 


On September 28, 1909, Dom Columba Marmion was elected 
Abbot of Maredsous. At first he recoiled from the responsi- 
bility of the position, believing it to be far beyond his capacity. 
But obedient, as ever, when he saw that it was the will of God, 
he accepted, renouncing his own will and choosing as his motto 
those words from the Rule of St. Benedict: “To be of service 
rather than to command.” Indeed, it was his whole aim to 
govern by love and through love to win souls for God. As Abbot 
of a flourishing Abbey, Dom Marmion encouraged every form 
of zeal in accord with the monastic ideal. 

The world war in 1914 which brought the invading forces 
to the very gates of the monastery was a keen suffering for him; 
his monks were scattered, several gave their lives as chaplains 
at the front, and the bitterness of hatred aroused brought deep 
grief to his soul. But he continued as before on the way of faith 
and love. At the war’s end he was able to welcome his monks 
home again and in 1922, surrounded by his spiritual sons, to 
celebrate the golden jubilee of the foundation of Maredsous. 

In January of 1923 he was asked to visit the Carmel of 
Louvain to bring comfort to a dying nun. Though ill himself, 
he set out, and after ministering to the sick nun, gave a con- 
ference to the rest of the community. His last words were: “My 
dear daughters, let us meet again in the bosom of the Father.” 
After he had left, the dying Sister said: “Father Columba is a 
saint, but he is going to die. Two weeks from now you will hear 
that he is ill; he is already sick, but that will be the end.” She 
was a true prophet. The Abbot returned to his monastery with 
a heavy cold. He continued with his usual duties till he could 
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do no more, being so weak he was scarcely able to stand. This 
last illness was an uninterrupted prayer. And on the 30th of 
January, 1923, with complete abandonment to Divine mercy, 
Dom Columba gave back his soul to Christ, confident of being 
united with Him forever in the love of the Father. 


A Good Habit to Form 


ISTS of deceased persons are regularly printed in our 
newspapers. Doubtless the purpose in the secular papers 
is merely to acquaint the readers with the fact of the 
person’s death, but certainly in Catholic papers the ob- 

ject is also to solicit prayers for the happy repose of these souls. 
Indeed, we owe it to the dead to pray for them, and particularly 
those who were near and dear to us, for most probably they need 
our suffrages now to assist them to attain to the “eternal rest” 
for which they so ardently long. 

Our papers bear witness too of the numberless persons who 
die suddenly every day—in traffic accidents, in floods and 
storms, as victims of violence, of heart attacks, and in many 
other ways. How many of these may be sadly in need of prayers, 
but have no one to pray for them. Christian charity demands 
that we be mindful of these souls too in our prayers. 

When we visit a hospital and see a man whose body is 
racked with pain and suffering, we unconsciously say to our- 
selves or to others, “Poor man!” In the same manner, we are 
accustomed to call the souls in purgatory “poor souls.” Yes, 
they are poor, for they are in extreme torments, and are utterly 
incapable of helping themselves. Their helplessness is so com- 
plete that Catholic writers fittingly place upon their lips the 
lamentations of Job: “Have pity on me, have pity on me, at 
least you, my friends, for the hand of the Lord hath touched 
me!” (Job 19:21.) 

That cry wells up louder and louder, when the memory of 
the departed is recalled. Parent cries out to child and child to 
parent: “Have pity on me!” — “I, your mother, brought you 
into the world and worked and toiled for you to make you what 
you are today. Will you forget me, will you abandon me now?” 
“Will you leave your father here to suffer these untold pains? 
Help me, for the hand of the Lord has touched me!” Or it may 
be the voice of a child: “Mother, how many worried hours you 
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watched at my bedside when I was sick and in pain. But now 
my pain is greater still, and I need your help much more. Have 
pity on me!” 

There is great comfort in the Catholic belief that we on 
earth can and must help the souls in purgatory. The Church 
holds out to us many means of doing so. Most powerful of all 
is the offering of Holy Mass, and this we should use to the best 
of our ability. There is another means which is also very power- 
ful, and which is always at our disposal, and that is prayer. 
Many prayers are highly indulgenced, and these are particularly 
effective for the poor souls. Besides the Rosary, there are many 
short aspirations to which high indulgences are attached, and 
in repeating them we can at the same time strengthen our union 
with God and gain much merit for ourselves. 

There is, for example, the short prayer: “Thy will be done!” 
Just four words, but if said in a spirit of devotion and resig- 
nation when beset by trials or disappointments, or in simple ac- 
ceptance of the will of God at any moment, an indulgence of 
500 days may be gained. Again, the short ejaculation: “Jesus, 
Mary, Joseph” carries an indulgence of seven years. The 
prayers, “My God, I love Thee!” “My God and my all!” and 
“My Jesus, mercy,” each carry an indulgence of 300 days.* 

How easy it would be to breathe some of these ejaculations 
for the departed often during the day, and also when reading 
obituary notices or accounts of deaths. Certainly this would be 
an excellent habit to form, and one that would gain us much 
merit for eternity. 


Premium for Two NEW Subscriptions 


During the month of October we are offering a black, medium-sized 
cocoa bead Rosary as a premium for each Two New Subscriptions sent 
to us. The Rosary has an ebony, metal-tipped Crucifix, and will be 
blessed and indulgenced with the Apostolic, Brigittine, Crosier and 
Dominican indulgences, the Crucifix carrying the indulgences for hour 
of death and for the Stations of the Cross. 

You will cherish this Rosary as a personal object of devotion or 
it will make a lovely gift, and you will feel richly rewarded in knowing 
that in introducing Tabernacle & Purgatory to others you are doing 
your part to defend and spread the Faith. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
*Our booklet, “Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations’ (15¢) 


carries a great number of short prayers which one can easily memo- 
rize and use to excellent advantage. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


T WAS Monday and the Sisters were working in the Con- 
vent laundry, transforming the heaps of soiled linen and 
clothing into little mountains of sparkling white. One Sis- 
ter working energetically and rather carelessly kept splash- 

ing dirty soapsuds in the face of the one working beside her. 
However the other Sister appeared not to notice, not even stop- 
ping to wipe her face or frown at the industrious splasher. Later 
when someone asked her why she had said nothing, the Sister 
smiled and said: “Oh, I wanted to at first, but then I thought 
how foolish it would be to refuse the treasures God was offer- 
ing me so freely! You see, I am only a little soul and can offer 
only very little things to God. Besides, I was making such an 
effort to welcome this ‘brown shower’ that at the end of an hour 
I had taken quite a fancy to it!” 


Probably most of you know, dear Little Lovers, that this 
Sister was Therese, the Little Flower of Jesus, and one of the 
greatest saints of our times. When St. Therese said that she 
was only a “little soul,” she meant that she could not offer great, 
heroic things to Our Lord; she could not shed her blood as a 
martyr, nor go to foreign lands to win souls for Him. Instead, 
she tried to offer Him the little, simple things of everyday with 
a great deal of love. She answered with a smile, when she would 
have liked to frown; she was patient, when she felt inclined to 
be cross; she was especially kind and friendly to those she did 
not particularly like. These were the things that won holiness 
for her—things we can all do, as she did, to bring us close to 
God. The next time you want to answer someone with a sharp, 
impatient word, think of St. Therese; the next time someone 
asks you to do something that interferes with what you had 
planned to do, remember the Little Flower and act as you know 
she would in your place! Because she is the Patron of our Little 
Lovers’ League and takes a very special interest in each of you, 
she will never fail you if you ask her help. Try to assist at Holy 
Mass and receive Holy Communion in her honor on her feast- 
day—October 3d. 


PRACTICE: On the next page you will find the Degrees of our 
Little Lovers’ League. Is it time for you to move up to a higher de- 
gree, or to get some of your friends to join? For October try to win 
at least one new member for the League and pray a Hail Mary daily 
to honor Mary, Queen of the Rosary. 


ASPIRATION: Mary, Mother of Jesus, help me to love Him above 
all things. 
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Little Dovers’ League 


To foster love for the Blessed Sacrament among children. 
Patroness 
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, Feast, May 13 
Special Patrons: 
Saint Tarsicius The Little Flower 
Feast, Aug. 15 Feast, Oct. 3 
BOYS: Eucharistic Knights GIRLS: Eucharistic Handmaids 


Those wishing to join must have their name enrolled and promise 
to fulfill the conditions of one of the following 


DEGREES 


(Boys) (Girls) 
1. Sanctuary Guards and Sanctuary Guardians 


Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass every Sunday, receive Holy 
Communion and visit the Blessed Sacrament at least once a month. 


2. Perpetual Light Guards and Perpetual Light Guardians 
Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass every Sunday, receive Holy 
Communion and visit the Blessed Sacrament once a week. 


3. Tabernacle Guards and Tabernacle Guardians 
Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass, receive Holy Communion 
and visit the Blessed Sacrament several times weekly. 


4, Eucharistic Guards and Eucharistic Guardians 
Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass, receive Holy Communion 
and visit the Blessed Sacrament daily. 


5. Noble Eucharistic Guards and Noble Eucharistic Guardians 
Boys who in addition to fulfilling Girls who in addition to fulfilling 
the conditions of the 4th degree, the conditions of the 4th degree, 
serve. Holy Mass, though they’ gain five members to be at least 
need not do so daily. Tabernacle Guardians. 


Besides fulfilling the conditions of one of the foregoing degrees, 
each member must be faithful in practicing the virtue and saying the 
aspiration recommended each month in Tabernacle and Purgatory. 
Little Lovers should also be devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary, should 
pray to her each day to teach them to love the Most Blessed Sacrament, 
and say a Hail Mary every day for all the members of the League. 
NOTE: — Small boys who have not yet made their First Holy Com- 

munion may be enrolled as Pages; small girls, as Sentinels. 
They are expected to attend Holy Mass on Sundays and daily say the 
aspiration: ‘Sweet Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, I love You!”’ 
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For October reading 





and study, you will find 
here booklets on many 


subjects to interest you. 


The Mass 
God Himself, Our Sacrifice Your Mass and You 
My Daily Companion at Mass Treasures of the Mass (50¢) 
Sacraments 
Fount of Eternal Youth (Baptism) Through Death to Life 
Confession, the Sacrament of Mercy (Extreme Unction) 
Confession, Its Fruitful Practice Communicate Frequently and 
United in Christ (Matrimony) Devoutly 


Fountains of Salvation 


Prayer and Spiritual Life 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace From Earth to Heaven 
Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations More Precious than Diamonds 


Saints 

Devotions to St. Joseph St. Gertrude the Great 
Go to Joseph St. Philomena 
"Neath St. Michael’s Shield St. Therese (The Little Flower) 
St. Jude & St. Rita St. Scholastica 
St. Benedict, the Beloved of God St. Pius X (10¢) 
St. Anthony, the Wonder-Worker St. Euphrasia (10¢) 
St. Nicholas de Flue Bl. Oliver Plunket (10¢) 
Good St. Anne 

Consolation 
Magnificence of the Love of God Pathways to Peace 
Our Savior’s Goodness Words of Consolation for the Sick 
Conformity to the Will of God All Ye Who Mourn 


Each booklet 15¢, except as marked. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Booklets to Increase Your Love 


For the King of Kings 


and the Queen of the Rosary 


Favors from the King — When Christ is made King of the family 
and the home, wonderful things begin to happen. Read the accounts 
of favors granted to six different families after the enthronement of 
Christ as King, told in Father Mateo’s own charming style. 


Enthronement and Night Adoration in the Home — A clear and in- 
spiring explanation of those two beautiful practices. 


Come, Let Us Adore — Adoration—our love, praise and thanks- 
giving—is the gift our King most wants from us. This booklet, ar- 
ranged in the form of two Holy Hours, one in praise and the other 
in reparation to His Sacred Heart, is ideal for the purpose. 


Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour — For the King of Kings a 
Guard of Honor, formed by those who love and serve Him on earth. 
Learn more of this beautiful and practical devotion in the pages of 
this booklet. 


The Rosary, My Treasure — Everyone loves the Rosary, but this 
booklet will help to increase your devotion, showing you why this 
is such a highly recommended and grace-giving prayer. 


Heart of Our Mother and Queen — What queen has a heart more 
tender than our Blessed Mother’s and what queen is more powerful 
than she! Her Immaculate Heart is the “short-cut” to the Heart of 
her Son. 


Communion Devotions with Mary —If your preparation for and 
thanksgiving after Holy Communion is not all you would like it to 
be, this is the booklet for you. Mary, the Mother of Christ can show 
you how to draw most profit from the precious moments of Mass and 
Holy Communion. 


Each Booklet, 15¢. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 





